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Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes Ja2z Summit continues with 
Diversity in the Tradition at The Cleveland Museum of Art 

Five hundred people thrilled to the music of some of the Midwest’s finest jazz 
talents when the four-concert series Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes Jazz 
Summit opened at The Cleveland Museum of Art in February. The series continues in 
the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium on Friday evening, March 19, at 7:30 pm, with a 
variety of outstanding-but sometimes overlooked-Midwest artists: Holly Hofmann 
(flute), Jim Cook (trumpet), Tim Price (reeds), Jim Cooper (vibes), Jodie Christian 
(piano), Marion Hayden (bass), and Roger Humphries (drums). This concert also 
features the music of Cleveland composer and jazz saxophonist Ernie Krivda. 

Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes Jazz Summit is being presented 
by the Northeast Ohio Jazz Society (NOJS) with the cooperation of The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, which is hosting three of the concerts; public radio station 
WCPN-FM; and radio station WNWV-FM. The series showcases Midwestern jazz 
musicians and composers, affirms Cleveland’s prominence as a center of jazz renaissance, 
and marks the first time the Museum has programmed a major jazz event other than as 
a complement to a special art exhibition. 

Holly Hofmann "is on her way to becoming one of the major forces in jazz flute," 
wrote Leonard Feather for the Los Angeles Times. As a child, Hofmann played jazz 
standards with her father, Cleveland guitarist Nelson Hofmann, then pursued extensive 
classical training including lessons with Cleveland Orchestra principal flutist Maurice 
Sharp, studies at Interlochen, and a bachelor’s degree from The Cleveland Institute of 
Music. She began focusing on jazz again after moving to San Diego in 1984. She has 
played festivals with such veteran artists as Mundell Lowe, Slide Hampton, Kenny 
Barron and James Moody, and has recorded two albums with her own quartet: Take 
Note and Further Adventures. 



Trumpeter Jim Cook, from Flint, Michigan, has shared bandstands with Charlie Parker, 
Clark Terry, Bill Watrous, and Joe Williams. Tim Price, a multi-instrumentalist from Reading, 
Pennsylvania, has played with Michael Brecker and Branford Marsalis. Vibraphonist Jim 
Cooper, of Chicago, has made three albums, including the recent Nutville. Jodie Christian, a 
pianist from Chicago, has played with Benny Carter, Coleman Hawkins and Lester Young, and 
recently released his first album as a leader-mostly solo piano. Bassist Marion Hayden, from 
Detroit, has attracted much attention recently for her work with the all-female jazz group 
Straight Ahead. Drummer Roger Humphries, from Pittsburgh, has performed with a long list of 
jazz and pop greats, including steady work with Ray Charles and Stanley Turrentine and a 
European tour with Horace Silver, and recently released his first solo album. 

Ernie Krivda has composed a new piece to be premiered at this concert. Krivda 

originated the concept of this series and is serving as its artistic director. 

* * *. 

Tickets for this and the remaining concert at the Museum are $7; the Tri-C concert ticket price is 
$15; a package of tickets for the remaining three concerts in the series is $20. Tickets are available at the 
Museum Store and Wax Stacks (on Lee Road in Cleveland Heights), or by phone with a credit card by 
calling 216/397-9900. General admission; doors open at 7 pm. Parking is free at both locations. All four 
concerts are being recorded digitally for national distribution. 

* * » 


Upcoming concerts in the series: 

NOJS Great Lakes Big Band, joined by The Leaders 
April 16/Tri-C Metro Auditorium/7:30 pm 

The Leaders is this decade’s "supergroup," made up of six of the greatest performers and innovators in modern jazz: 
Lester Bowie (trumpet), Kirk Lightsey (piano), Chico Freeman (tenor sax), Arthur Blythe (alto sax), Don Moye (drums), 
and Cecil McBee (bass). The Big Band showcases eighteen of the finest composers, performers, and arrangers in the 
region. This concert is part of the 1993 Tri-C JazzFest. 

Piano Connection 

June 25/The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Gartner Auditorium/7:30 pm 

Three diverse masters bring their unique stylings to an evening of piano jazz; special guests will perform with each trio: 
Johnny O’Neal (piano), Roger Mine (bass), Val Kent (drums), with vocalist Paula Owen; Bill Dobbins (piano). Bill 
Plavan (bass), Mark Gonder (drums), with Eddie Morgan (trombone); Neal Creque (piano), Paul Samuels (drums). 
Chink Stevenson (bass), with Howie Smith (reeds). 


* * * 


Thunder from the Heartland: The Great Lakes Jazz Summit is funded in part by grants to the NOJS from the Lila 
Wallace-Reader’s Digest National Jazz Network (a program of the New England Foundation for the Arts and the 
National Jazz Service Organization), the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Ohio Arts Council. 


# # # 



